
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Esri Announces New Security Enhancements through 
Integration of US Government-Approved Drone and Cloud 

Deployment to the European Union 
Global Users Facing Restrictions on Drone Hardware or Drone Data Now Have a Complete, 

End-to-End Solution for Planning, Executing, and Processing Data 

REDLANDS, Calif.—October 6, 2020—Esri, the global leader in location intelligence, today announced 
two major capabilities in Site Scan for ArcGIS that will enable governments and critical infrastructure 
organizations to meet hardware and software regulations in the US and Europe. Through an established 
partnership with Auterion, creator of the most widely used open-source drone autopilot operating system, 
security-conscious US organizations will be able to use Site Scan, Esri's unmanned aerial systems flight 
planning and processing solution, to plan and execute missions with the trusted and secure Freefly Astro 
drone, powered by Auterion. Additionally, for organizations in Europe with data sovereignty requirements, 
a new and fully independent instance of Site Scan for ArcGIS has been deployed to European servers, 
ensuring that organizational data resides within the region. 

Site Scan for ArcGIS is used by organizations that require drone imagery for visual inspections, site 
monitoring, asset management, and situational awareness. It's an all-in-one, cloud-based drone mapping 
solution for managing fleets and collecting, processing, analyzing, and sharing data products. Industries 
using this solution include architecture, engineering, construction, natural resources, infrastructure, and 
government. Core capabilities in Site Scan—such as scalability, collaboration, time saving, and now 
enhanced security functionality—provide value to customers. 

The US government has recently issued a growing number of advisory warnings and bans on the use of 
drones that pose security risks. These precautions have adversely impacted federal agencies and private 
firms that manage critical infrastructure, causing them to adopt incongruous drone data capturing and 
processing workflows that consist of multiple vendor solutions. Esri can now offer these agencies a single, 
end-to-end drone solution that integrates Freefly Astro, using US Department of Defense-approved Blue 
sUAS software architecture from Auterion, and is fully supported by Site Scan. 

"Our expertise in providing an enterprise drone platform based on open-source software enabled us to 
meet the needs of the US government and governments worldwide," said Dave Sharpin, CEO, Auterion 
Government Solutions. "We are very excited to partner with Esri and provide [its] users with our 
groundbreaking technology." 

By law within Europe, data from publicly funded or critical infrastructure projects cannot leave the 
European Union (EU). To enable a scalable drone workflow, Site Scan for ArcGIS has been deployed to a 
server cluster in Ireland. European customers that require their data not be transmitted outside the region 
can now leverage this server cluster to meet project requirements. 

"The relationship we have established with Auterion is key in being able to offer high-quality, secure drone 
software to our US customers looking to take advantage of our advanced, secure, drone-based imagery 
collection and management platform," said Richard Cooke, Esri director of imagery and remote sensing. 

https://www.esri.com/


"Additionally, through the development of the EU deployment, an even wider range of customers located 
in Europe will be able to maintain their data and data processing locally."  

The Freefly Astro and Site Scan integration will be available for customers by December 2020. The 
European deployment of Site Scan is available today. To learn more about the new integration of Site 
Scan with the Freefly Astro drone or about the EU deployment of Site Scan, contact the Esri sales team 
at esri.com/en-us/arcgis/products/site-scan-for-arcgis/overview#contactsales. 

About Auterion 

Auterion provides enterprise and government with an ecosystem of software-defined drones, payloads, 
and third-party applications within a single easy to use platform based on open-source standards. 

With 50+ employees across offices in California and Switzerland, Auterion has raised $25M in venture-
backed funding from investors such as Lakestar, Mosaic Ventures, Costanoa Ventures, and Tectonic 
Ventures. The company's global customer base includes GE Aviation, Quantum Systems, Freefly 
Systems, Avy, and the U.S. Government. Learn more at www.auterion.com. 
Twitter: @auterion 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/auterion/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/auterion/ 

About Esri 

Esri, the global market leader in geographic information system (GIS) software, location intelligence, and 
mapping helps customers unlock the full potential of data to improve operational and business results. 
Founded in 1969, Esri software is deployed in more than 350,000 organizations including 90 of the 
Fortune 100 companies, all 50 state governments, more than half of all counties (large and small), and 87 
of the Forbes Top 100 Colleges in the U.S., as well as all 15 Executive Departments of the U.S. 
Government and dozens of independent agencies. With its pioneering commitment to geospatial 
information technology, Esri engineers the most advanced solutions for digital transformation, the Internet 
of Things (IoT), and advanced analytics. Visit us at esri.com. 
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